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 The Southeastern NC Mustang Club and their guests gathered at 

the Former Smokehouse Restaurant in Holly Ridge for the beginning of 

our Poker Run on May 19.  The Poker Run made two stops, one at 

Moores Creek Battleground where we had an informative discussion 

about the importance of this battle to the American Revolution.  We then 

proceeded to The Mad Boar for the completion of our Poker Run and for 

our May meeting. 

 President Kurt Miller called the meeting to order, Jessie Lisane 

offered the blessing for our meal. After our meal the meeting continued.  

Kurt welcomed our guests, Marie Drayton  sister-in-law of Cara Morrell, 

and Beth and Leon Rooks guests of Emily and Greg Griffith. Leon is the 

local NAPA connection and is responsible for many of the door prizes and 

give away items for our annual show. 

 We also welcomed three couples from the Corvette Club who 

joined us for the poker run.  

Tony and Barbara Caracciolo (He is the Cape Fear Corvette Club presi-

dent) 

Ellen and Gordon Boyd 

Evelyn and Greg Stanley 

 We welcomed several new members, Judy and Glenn Thomas and 

Alvin Dixon who owns a ’75 Mustang II and a ’98 Mustang. 

 We recognized the May birthdays and the May anniversaries.  We 

totaled 143 years of happy Mustang Club marriage with four of our cou-

ples. 

 Kurt read a note of thanks from Aneisha L Bryant (Jessie and 

Jackie’s daughter) for our donation to the Lupus Foundation which we 

made at the April meeting. With our donation Aneisha was able to meet 

her goal for this year. 

 The registration for the Mustang Week Show is open and available 

online. This show is very popular and space is limited so please go online 

and register if you plan to attend. 
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  MUSTANG  50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  

The 50th Anniversary of the Mustang will be celebrated on the East coast in Charlotte NC in April 2014.  Thank you 
Tom Sawyer for finding the link to the hotels for us. The rooms are going quickly so please go to this site and book 
your room so we can all enjoy this once in a lifetime event.  Several of us have booked rooms at the Embassy  Suites . 
The following website:  
>http://www.mustang50thbirthdaycelebration.com/    has links to the Hotels available for the celebration.  The links 
to the hotels are under the Charlotte Motor Speedway logo on the page.    

 Our next meeting will be held June 9 at Madison’s in Sneads Ferry.  The meeting will begin 

at 4:00 PM.   

 Kurt is looking into the possibility of our August meeting being held at Duplin Winery. This 

would be August 10 as the winery is not open on Sunday. 

 The winner of our Poker Run was Tony Caracciolo, the president of the Corvette Club. 

The winner of our 50/50 was J.D. Marsh. 

 The meeting was adjourned with the reminder to drive safely. ` 

MAY MEETING CONTINUED 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT J.D.MARSH 

 
 JD Marsh is our winner of the 50/50 at the Poker Run.  He is the 
member spotlight for  our newsletter. 

 My name is John, and I go by my initials (J.D.), but either is fine. 

 My birthday is March 18th. 

  have my Masters in Accounting and am co-owner of a small ac-
counting firm here in Wilmington that's a family business which I run with 
my Father. 

 My wife, Maureen and I have been married for 13 years and we 
have two kids...Nick and Natalie. 

 I'm currently driving a 2005 GT.  I've had a little tuning done to 
her, but she's my daily driver so nothing too radical....yet.  I've owned an 
'85 LX Notchback, an '89 GT Convertible and a heavily modded '90 LX 
Hatchback.  At my core I'm a car guy who's owned and enjoyed various 
sports cars, but the Mustang has always been my favorite. 

 I came to Wilmington because I took a job working in the Film 
Industry and fell in love with the city.  That was 20 years ago. 

 I joined SENCMC so that I could meet other people who, "get 
it".  My favorite thing by far about Mustang ownership is driving them. 

 Some of my other hobbies are Music (I consider myself a budding 
Audiophile) & Drumming.  I formed my first band when I was in my teens 
and I've been playing ever since.  I've played venues everywhere from At-
lanta to New Jersey and I've been fortunate enough to play the Azalea Fes-
tival Main Stage twice.  Currently, I can be seen out playing in the band, 
'Dutch Treet'.   

 

http://www.mustang50thbirthdaycelebration.com/
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From the President - 

 It is with deep sadness that I report on the passing of Earl Gurkin, one of the founding members of 
the Southeastern North Carolina Mustang Club.  Earl and his wife, Dixie, have been many things to the 
club over its entire history.  But most importantly, they're friends to each one of us.  Earl passed away due 
to complications from cancer.  But according to Dixie, he went out on his own terms, and now resides in a 

much better place, and has been cured completely. 

 I met Earl only a few years ago when I joined the club.  He was a man of the utmost class and in-
tegrity.  As car people, we are drawn, initially I think, to each other through our Mustangs - our love for a 
mutual passion.  I was drawn to Earl because of his '73 convertible.  I absolutely love the '71 - '73 body 
style.  And Earl's is a beauty!  And according to Terry, that one is his "driver!"  The others were his show 
cars.  Earl took the time to show me around the car that day in Kenansville at Murrays BBQ.  While I was 
attracted to the car, I stuck around because of Earl.  That's the kind of guy he was.  Someone you felt 

you'd known a long time. 

  Another founding member, Horace, told me that very same thing.  The minute you met Earl, it was 
like you'd been lifelong friends.  Horace and Jackie met Earl and Dixie back in the early 90's at a picnic for 
a new group of Mustangers at Moores Creek National Battlefield.  Earl drove his '66 convertible to the pic-
nic, and the rest, as they say, is history.  "Earl was a classy, classy guy," Horace said, "always a smile on 
his face, never a harsh word.  Genuinely a nice person to be around."  Robert Smith was the president of 
the fledgling club at the time, and he put them in touch with Earl and they all began attending shows to-
gether.  "Back in the early days, there wasn't a lot of folks in the club, so a lot of the meetings were at local 
parks and public areas, like Hugh McCray Park in Wilmington.  You could always count on Earl to bring 
his stainless steel grill to the meetings and cook up some hamburgers and hot dogs for everyone.  He re-
ally loved to cook and do things for others."  Horace added that even though the club has grown over the 
years, the basic makeup of the members hasn't changed a lot.  Everyone usually has a good time at the 
meetings and gatherings, and everybody is really happy to see each other, every month.  Everyone looked 

forward to Earl and Dixie coming to the meetings. 

  Earl had the club over to his house a lot back then, too.  (Not unlike last year's Pig Pickin'.)  But the 
house has changed significantly from the double wide he and Dixie had back then.  Earl worked on that '66 
convertible to get it in the best shape possible.  Horace recalls Earl might have even gotten a new title for 
it after restoring it.  "It looked like it had just rolled out of Detroit once Earl got done with it."  He took it to 
many Mustang Club of America shows and pretty much won every award the MCA had at the time.  Terry 
recalled that when the MCA announced a new Conservator Class for retired show cars, Earl broke the '66 
out again, and qualified after a couple years for the new grille medallion that signified the "best of the 
best" within the MCA.  Dixie told Terry that Earl "hermitically sealed" the convertible after its second re-

tirement in recent years.   

 While Earl was a through and through Mustang guy, he also had other passions as well.  He had 
recently added to his formidable collection of a particular series of John Deere tractors, and took as much 
pride in showing them as he did with his Mustangs.  Last year, Horace & Jackie and Jessie & Jackie at-
tended a big show for the Boys & Girls Club at Lake Waccamaw with Earl as he was showing his trac-

tors.  Earl competed in the tractor pull with one of them, according to Horace.   

  "When Earl did things, he never slouched, he always went first class," according to Horace.  And 
that included friendships.  With Earl, you had a friendship that transcended time.  Borne of mutual inter-
ests, it became about people.  While I did not count the number of mourners who showed up for Earl's 
viewing last week, I will tell you the line just kept getting longer.  Horace said he's never seen such a turn-
out for someone who was not a dignitary.  Earl might have been just a humble guy, with a love of cars and 
tractors, but that so many people came out to say "so long" says a tremendous amount about Earl as a 

person.  He touched many, many lives.   

  As someone put it on the club's Facebook page, "Rest in Peace, Earl.  Your ride was cut way too 

short.  You will be missed." 

  

Be blessed,  

Kurt Miller 



REMEMBERING EARL GURKIN 



HAIL, FAREWELL, AND BEST WISHES 

Lynn and Richard Chamberlain are 

moving to the Charleston area of South 

Carolina. We will miss them. 

Congratulations to the newly weds 

in our club, Mr. and Mrs. John 

Stallings.   

Our best wishes to Kari-Ann Alexander and 

Evan Smith who will be married on June 8, 

2013.  May you have many happy years of Mus-

tang adventures ahead of you. 



CARS AND COFFEE 



MAY MEETING/POKER RUN 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Send pictures or Pony Ex-

press input to Cara Morrell 

at puggizmo@yahoo.com or 

Emily Griffith at ggrif-

fith@ec.rr.com 

The Southeastern North Carolina 

Regional Mustang Club is a char-

tered club of the Mustang Club of 

America. We have been with the 

MCA since 1993. We are over 

100 Mustang enthusiasts whose 

general purpose is to encourage 

the enjoyment, maintain the 

preservation, and enhance the 

general knowledge of Ford Mus-

tang and Shelby cars manufactured 

from 1964 to current year mod-

els. We hold monthly meetings, 

organize car shows and have club 

social outings that benefit the 

members and general public. If you 

would like to learn more about us 

please give us a call or email us. 

 10% Member’s Discount for Parts and Ser-

Present this coupon and 

your SENCMC member-

ship card Valid through  

7/31/13 

(Oleander Location Only) 

Southeastern North Carolina Mustang Club 

Celebrating 20 years! 

Upcoming Events             
For a more complete listing see 

www.carshownews.com or the club website.  

If anyone knows of a local or regional car 

show, please send the information to Emily 

via email at ggriffith@ec.rr.com or Cara at 

puggizmo@yahoo.com 

June 1—Cars and Coffee, 9:00AM Chilils 

June 8—Full Throttle Car Club Show 

June 9—Monthly SENCMC Meeting 

 Madison's Sneads Ferry 4:00PM 

2013 MCA Events 
  

June 7-9 - Reno, NV 

July 5-7 - Asheville, NC 

August 2-4 - Indianapolis, IN 

Aug 31-Sept 1 Mustangs at the Mickyard 

Grand Nat’l - Walt Disney World, FL 


